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Member of Parliament, c. 


SIR, | | 
HE great Obligation which every one is under 
to ſerve his — and Charity for the poor 
afflicted Part of our Species, are ſufficient Mo- 
tives to a generous Mind to attend to whatever 
may conduce to the general Good. Hence you wil: readily 
indulge me to lay before you ſome-Thoughts on the gene- 
ral unhappy State of this Kingdom, relative to its ſuperfluous 
wu Inhabitants; conſidered under their different Claſſes, of 

eggars, Labouring Poor, and Supernumerary Traders ;—On 
the Light in which the Government ſhould conſider all their 
uſeleſs and burthenſome Members, where we ſhall humbly 
take the Liberty to ſhew how they may at this time, avail | 
themſelves of them, by ſending them out in Colonies, to 
ſtrengthen and improve the Engliſh Dominions in America; 
how the Markets may be enlarged for the greater Conſump- 
tion of the Products of Great Britain and Ireland; how 
defenceleſs the preſent State of America is, with the Neceſſi- 
ty of peopling it better ; and a Draught of a publick cha- 
ritable Scheme for the effecting this Work. my 

The late Encroachments made by the French on the En- 

 gliſh Colonies in North America, have made a great Noiſe | 
in the World, and given Occaſion to many People to re- 
fle& on the defenceleſs State of that Country. It appears 


(as uſual) that all is fafe ; but long 
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indeed, that the Geverument of England has either been 
too ſecure in their Apprehenſions of Danger from that Quar- 
ter, has ſet too little a Value on the Country, or more Care 
would have been taken to fortify theſe Colonies, againſt the 
Attacks of an Enemy; but it is to be hoped the preſent 
War, and the Expence and Difficutty in re phimg the Ene - 
my, will ſufficiently ſhew that other Methods muſt now be 
2 to {ecure that Country from the like Devaſtations 
or the future. It is true, we may very ſoon have a Peace 
with France, and all the Conqueſt they have made, may 
be given up; in which Caſe we my be ready to conclude 
xperience hath taught 

us, that France only keeps the Peace with us till ſhe recruits 
her Strength, and has — ſome new Scheme to annoy 
us. Therefore one would think England ought to be upon 
her guard againſt ſuch faithleſs Neighbours, and ſhould Peo- 
pare Barriers of her Empire, and ſtrengthen them by 
uilding Forts at proper Diſtances, as the French have taught 
us, and having theſe properly ſtor'd and mann'd with regu · 
lar Troops, at the Expence of the improved Colonies: 
For if their Lives and Properties are ſecured, they ought 


to contribute the neceſſary Supplies. 


It may probably be the Caſe by and by, as it was at the 
End of the laſt War; ſince the Policy of England will 
not allow a great ſtanding Army ſhould be kept up in Time 
of Frace, that a great Number of our Soldiers and Mari- 
nert will be diſbanded, greatly againſt their Inclinations; 
and many of them reduced to the greateſt Neceſſity for 
Bread. For as then, ſo it may again happen, our Manu- 
facturies may be overſtock'd of a ſudden, by the diſcharge- 
ing of the ſuperfluous Hands in the Fleet and Army; whereas 
if America were more in our Eſteem, and we as aſſiduous 
to ſecure that valuable Country, as the French have been to 
encroach upon it; our ſuperfluous Regiments that may be 
diſbanded, might be uſefully employed in fortifying the 
Boundaries of the Engliſh Empire. Had this Method been 
purſued, it might have ted the French from invading 
our Colonies the Slaughter of many of the King's 
Subje ts; — the Expence of the preſent War, and 
the miſerable Effects that have attended the overſtocking of 
our Ma nufacturies. | T 

Indeed there might be ſome Excuſe for this negligent 
Conduct, if there was a gcarcity of Inhabitants at Home j 
for a wiſe Government will never depopulate the Coonty 
where the Sovereignty ought to/be maintained, to people 

diſtant 


Ls J 
diftant Colonies 3 but this is not the Caſe with us, for I am 
certain Great Britain and Ireland might ſpare, beſides the 
Aged, Lame, and Blind, One hundred thouſand ſound heal- 
thy People, that have for many Years paſt, and ſtill area 
dead Weight on theſe Nations, as well as miſerable them- 
ſelves. | 


I own indeed, there was a very handſome Encourage- 
ment offered by the Government of England, to go and 
inhabit Nova Scotia, after the Concluſion of the laſt Peace ; 
but few accepted thoſe generous Offers, either becauſe the 
Subfiſtence promiſed was not dufficient, the Severity af 
the Climate intimidated the People, or perhaps a childiſh 
Fondneſs for their native Country prevented their going. 
But if the Government had ſent them over finſt, and diſ- 
banded them there, and then afterwards made them the 
Offer they did, the Work would have been done; and by 
this Time, both they and we, might have reaped ſingu- 
lar Advantages from the Scheme. The Humours of Peo- 
ple are not to be minded, in Caſe they interfere with the 
publick Good; for the Government has a Right to com- 
pel her ſuperfluous and burthenſome Inhabitants to go abroad 
and inhabit new'Colonies, if the publick Safety require it ; 
and if we reflect coolly-on the Matter, this cannot be reckon- 
ed any Infringement on Liberty, becauſe they are ſtill un- 
der the ſame Government under which they were born, 
and the Change vaſtly to their Advantage, as well as to the 
Advantage of the Common Wealth. | 

The Offers which were made on this Oocaſron, to go 
to Nova Scotia, were a free Paſſage, certain Portions of 
Land for which they were to pay no Acknowledgment for 
the Space of ten Years, one Year's Maintainance after 
their Arrival, Arms, Utenſils, and Tools for the Purpoſes of 

Huſbandry, &c. But it may be obſerved, that tho' one Year's 
Subſiſtence might have been very ſufficient in a Climate 
where Agriculture is not obſtructed by a tedious ſevere Win- 
ter, yet in ſuch a Climate as Nova Scotia, where their Win- 
ter is very ſevere, and near fix Months long, one Year's 
Proviſion was too little. We ſhall ſuppoſe, for Example, the 
new Colony to land there in the Month of May, and ſet o 
work as ſoon as landed; all the Summer following would be 
Time little enough to take in and clear as much Land as 
would be 'neceffary to produce Corn ſufficient to ſuppom 
them for one Year ; they muſt then wait until ;the neu 
Spring before they could ifow, and five or fix Months lon- 
ger before they -reap their firſt Crop, which would _— 2 

car 


(0:3 
Year and an half after their landing; therefore, one Year's 
Subſiſtence was not ſufficient for that Climate. 

As Corn is likely to be the only Product of this Country, 
it will be abſolutely neceſſary to people it with ſuch as are 
trained up to Huſbandry ; for ſuch as are. brought up in Ci- 
ties, and have no Experience of Country Buſineſs, are very 
unfit for ſuch a Climate, and this is the Caſe of many of 
our Soldiers and Marines; and certainly it has been owing 
to an ill Choice of Inhabitants, that this Colony has ſo of- 
ten failed : therefore the ſuperfluous Poor that are bred to 
Huſbandry, are only fit for ſuch a Colony: Thoſe brought 
up in Cities, requiring a gentler Climate, and a more tem- 
perate Air. Beſides a warmer Climate will produce other 
Commodities of greater Expectation for the Advancement 
of Trade and Navigation, and ſuch as require an eaſier 
Culture than Corn, and therefore better adapted to the 
Temper, Genius, and bodily Abilities of Citizens. 

As ſoon as we get a Peace with France, it will be very 
proper to conſider, whether it will not be neceſſary to ſettle 
ſome new Colonies on the River Ohio, which runs through 
the Middle of our Indian Nations; and to have theſe proper- 
ly ſecured by Fortreſſes. This may be one Means of ad- 
vancing our Furr Trade, and of keeping the Indians more 
firm to their Allegiance, as well as a good Defence a- 
gainſt the future Encroachments of the French; for it was 
on the Countries adjoining this River, that the French gave 
us the firſt Aſſault ; and while they were ſettling there, they 
had a fair Opportunity of corrupting our Indian Allies, and 
cauſing them to — from their Allegiance to the Crown 
of England, The rebellious Hoſtilities and cruel 0, "ary 
committed by the Indians in Confederacy with the French, 
during the preſent War, ſufficiently ſhew how dangerous it 
is to allow the French to have too intimate a Correſpond- 
ence with our Indian: We have already felt the Effects of 


this Intimacy to our Coſt, and therefore it is my Opinion 
new Colonies ought to be ſettled on the Obio; that by juſt 


Dealings, and a friendly Behaviour towards the Indians, 
we may more firmly ingratiate ourſelves with theſe power- 
ful Allies, 


This Country lies in a very temperate Climate, and as . | 


it is watered by ſo great a River, it muſt certainly be ve 
fertile, and a very agreeable Soil for ſuch Colonies as 
ſpeak of; that could not ſubſiſt in Nova Scotia. But how- 
ever my ſenſe of this Matter may be regarded, it is now 
beyond all . Diſpute, that South Carolina and Georgia ought 
= | to 
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Indigo Trade. The People of Carolina are not inſenſible 
of this, and begin to expreſs great Uneaſineſs on account of 
the defenceleſs State of their Country. This is not a ground- 
leſs Conjecture of mine only; for we have it in many Let- 
ters of late from that Country, and particularly one from 
Charles-Town, dated the 23d of Fe 1757. an Extract 
of which was publiſhed in the Dublin Gazette of the 23d of 
April laſt ; in which the Author expreſſes his Fears of the 
threatning Calamity in this Manner, We are under great 
c Uneaſineſs on Account of the French, hearing they intend 
4 to pay us a Viſit this Seaſon, by the Way of our Back 
« Settlements ; Carolina being a great Eye-ſore to their 
40 Weſt-India Trade, on account of Indigo, in which Branch 
« we are making great Proficiency, having ſhipped for 
« Britain, ſrom this Place, ſince the firſt of November laſt, 
© no leſs than 497,315 Pounds, according to a Lift publiſh- 
cc ed laſt Week.” 

It is moſt certain, that the Back Settlements of South Ca- 
rolina are in a moſt defenceleſs Condition, and muſt alwa 
be in Danger of being invaded and ravaged by the French, 
whenever we are at War with that Nation; and their wick- 
ed Policy is ſuch, that they can never keep the Peace with 
England, for any conſiderable Time together. Fort Toulouſe 
on the River Albama, lies very near the Back Settlements of 
South Carolina the French take care to have that Fortreſs 
always well ſupply'd ; and as this River is navigable from 
the Gulph of Mexico to this Fort, they can eafily convey 


thither any Number of Troops they pleale, when ever they 


have a mind to make an effectual Conqueſt of Soutb-Caro- 
lina, Beſides the regular Troops which the French can ea- 
fily ſend to this Place, they have all the Chactaus Indians in 
their Intereſt, who lie between A/bama and the River Mi 
pi. They are a very powerful, warlike People; and when 
_ Joined with the French, will be able to make a very formida- 
ble Attack on South-Carolina. $9992] | 
This Fort ſituated on the River Abama, was taken from 
us by the French in 1715, although the Engliſb'had ſettled 
there, and were in Poſſeſſion of it, for twenty eight Years 
before. How it comes to paſs, that England could. never 
ſince that Time, recover that important Fortreſs I know 
not; and if it cannot be recovered now, there ſeems to be 
an abſolute Neceſſity to build one or more between k and the 
Back 


— — — 


be quiet in their Minds, and purſue Induſtry more vigorouſ- 
ly, by which Means the Country would improve and flou- 


1 $3 
Back of South-Carolina ; and the River 4 cola, which 
takes its Courſe between Albame and ina, ſeems to offer 
it ſelf as the moſt convenient Place for that Purpoſe. The 
Spaniards had a Fort on this River when they poſſeſſed that 
Country, which is an Argument of its being navigable, and 
convenient for Trade; and therefore a very fit Place for 2 
new Colony. I fay, a Colony ſettled here, would be the 
only Means to prevent South-Carolina from being ſuddenly 
aſſaulted, and by ſuch a Security as this, the People would 


riſh, and its Inhabitants encreaſe ; and conſe 
ſhould have a greater Confuraption of our 
America is at preſent the beſt Adarket that England has, 
for the Conſumption of her ſuperſſuous Products; and 
therefore the more worthy of our conſtant and ſteady At- 
tention towards its farther Improvement; and as I ſaid be- 
fore, the more this Country encreafes in its Inhabitants, the 
Conſumption of our ManufaQturies will encreaſe in the ſame 
Proportion; for there are no Manufacturies carried on in 
America, that interfere with the Manufacturies of England, 


we 


nor is it likely there ever will, becauſe that Country pro- 


duces Commodities which require but little Labour to fit 
them for the Market, and ſuch as England will always have 
a Call for, fo that theſe will always procure to the Inhabi- 
tants the Conveniencies of Life at an eaſy Rate; for in- 
deed, moſt People are like the Mowntebank's Fool, they love 
the Trade that has the leaſt Work in it. 

The Conſideration of the Benefits accruing to Eng- 
land from the encreaſing of the Inhabitants of her American 
Colonies, are Reaſons ſufficient to mduce the Government 
to ſet about the Work : But there are yet other Reaſons of 
very great Confequence, why this important Work ſhould 
be put into Execution. There are, as I ſaid before, (mo- 
deſtly ſpeaking) in Great Britain and Ireland, one hundred 
thouſand Perſons, who live intirely upon the Charity of the 
Publick, without either contributing one Farthing towards 
their own Support, or towards the Encreaſe of the Riches 
of their Country. Theſe uſeleſs Members of Society, muſt 
certainly exhauſt a great Patt of our Wealth and Induſtry, 
which ought to be employ'd to other Purpoſes ; and they 
ſhould be ſettled in ſuch a Way as to enable them to | me 

| ub- 
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Subfiſtence by their own Induſtry, that the Common Jealth 
may receive ſome Advantage from them. 

If we were to make a Calculation of the grievous Ex- 
pence of ſupporting theſe according to the Rules of, Poligi- 
cal Arithmetick, which allows Six-pence per Day for the 
Subſiſtence of every Individual, we ſhall find it Fpount to 
a very great Sum 1 Year ; but let us make the Eftima! 

at two Thirds of this Allowance, then we ſhall be ſure not 
to exceed the juſt Bounds. One hundred thouſand | Perſons 


at Four-perice per Day, is 608,333 16 7, 8d, fer Annum. 
If this Feet Wi which is were dec ee from the 
Publick, were applied to the J ranſportation and ſettling of 
theſe Beggars in ſome of our American Colonies, it might 
be a great Advantage to theſe Rings oms, as it would, a 
once eaſe them of à very diſagreeable Burden, which hath 
long been complained of, and relieve_ thoſe miſera le. Ob- 
jects, that are at preſent, a Reproach to Me -ountry, 
Letus for Example, allow Twenty Pounds for "the. Than, 
ſportation and ſettling of every Individual, and we ſhall find 
that the above Sum, will ſettle above thirty thouſand People 
in ſuch a Manner, as would effectually prevent them, and 
on Poſterity, from ever being, farther burthenſome to the 
ublick. * | e er 
It is to be obſerved that this Claſs of People have t thing 
of their own to help the cartying on, of this Work, but mult 
depend for the Whole, on the publick Bounty. Let us then 
examine whether the Allowance of Twenty Pounds for eve - 


> * 


ry Individual, will be any thing Superfluons. |, But prior to 
this Enquiry, it will be neceſſary for the Encouragement ol 
this Colony, that the Government ; ſhould e er. to 
every Family. for certain Portions of Land, as ſhould. be 
judged ſufficient for their preſent and future Support; with- 


out any other Acknowledgment than what is ufually teſer- 
ved to the Crown : Which, if I am rightly informed, is 
Three-pence per Annum, for every Acre taken in and ,culti- 
vated. This would be to them ad thair Heirs a real. 


will be neceſſary for the ſettling of every Individual; and in 
ofder to this, we ſhall ſuppoſe a Family to conſiſt of four 
Individuals, viz. a Huſband, Wife, and two Children; it 
will be neceſſary that ſuch a Family ſhould be provided with 


two Muc Cows, half a _— Sheep, a Horſe, ſome Poul- * 


Iry, 


| a real. Litatey | 
and the ohly Means of making them eaſy and happy in 
their Minds, as all their Induſtry would be for their own- 
Advantage! Let us wy ebay far the ſaid Twenty Pounds 


{ 20: ] 
try, and alittle Stock of different Sorts of Corn for Seed. 
It will be neceſſary likewiſe, to have ſome little Houſbold 
Furniture, as much wearing Apparel as will ſerve them for 
| two Years, and the neceſſary Utenſils, &c. for the cultiva- 
|| ting of their Land. Add to this, one Year's Maintenance 
i after their Landing, and the Expence of their Tranſporta- 


tion. In all theſe nece Expences, I believe there will 
- nothing ſuperfluous in the Allowance I have mention- 


k Let it be obſerved here,that my Intention is not to deſcend 
by to every Particular, or to ſay how much will exactly do 

0 I mean only that what is neceſſary ſhould be had. F 2 
li Scheme can ever be carried on, or effectually finiſhed, with- 
out the neceſlary Supplies; the want of which, hath often 


| cauſed many noble and uſeful Schemes, to prove abortive z 
A and hence it is, that thoſe Miſcarriages are ſo generally ſtig- 
; matized with the infamous Name of the Folly of thoſe who 


put them in Execution: Therefore I would recommend ſo 
| ſubſtantial a Fund, that the Work ſhould not be obſtruct. 
! ed for want of ſufficient Means to perfect it. An Ohjecti- 
Wl: on will probably ariſe here againſt the entruſting of thoſe 
People with the laying out of Money, conſidering that 
| Beggars know nothing of Oeconomy, nor ever were uſed to 
have the Management of ſo large a Sum at-once ; but any 
Inconveniency of this Nature, muſt be prevented by en- 
| | truſting the Management and Overſight of theſe People, to 
"y ſome Perſon of Capacity and Integrity, who may diſburſe 
; every one's Share, according as their Exigencies ſhould re- 
quue: And this will prevent any Miſconduct, that may 
* on that Accounk,”” | . . ry 
| ſt any ſhould grudge the Expence of carrying on this 
| Scheme, I would b abe that when this Colon ſhould 
{ become ſo far improved, that every one's Plantation 
| | ſhould yield a Super-abundance beyond what the Neceſſaries 


if of Life required, that then they ſhould reimburſe the Go- 

# vernment : but after ſuch a Manner as not to be too ſenſi- 

| bly felt; e. g. ſuppoſe their Payments were to be made by 
| Annual Gales, more or leſs, according as their Circum- 
3 ſtances ſhould enable them: And when all was paid, they 
ſhoud then be free except as to Crown Rent. It may be ob- 
ſerved that it will be too diſcouraging in the preſent Caſe, 

. to exact Intereſt for the Money, becauſe the Crown Rent 
5 will make a ſufficient Amends for that; and will be a per- 
ö petual Augmentation to the Revenue of England; be _ 
. N | f 


4. 

the enlarging of the Market for the Conſumption of their 
Manufactures. It may likewiſe be allowed, that if in Caſe any 
Family ſhould become Extin before the Government was 
reimburſed, that then their Plantation with all the Improve- 
ments thereof, ſhould again become the Property of the 
Crown. Or if any Family, ſhould either ſell, bequeath, or 
demiſe any of their Plantations, before this Money was 
paid, that the ſame ſhould ſtill be ſubject to the Debt, and 
the Money recoverable, either from the Purchaſer, Tenant 
or Legatee. 

Now the principal Spring of the whole Movement re- 
mains to be conſidered, that is, a Fund for the carrying on 
of this Charitable Scheme. | | 
I ſhall not here pretend to dictate to the Repreſentatives 
of my Country, in ſo weighty an Affair; but ſhall only, 
| humbly offer my Opinion, ſo far as relates to this King- 
dom. It is faid, there is at this Time a ſurplus Fund of 
Money remaining in the publick Treaſury of Ireland, be- 
* yond what the Fxigencies of the Nation requires ; and if 
ſo, I imagine it would not be ill applied, if ſome of this 
Money was converted to this Uſe, as the Scheme is for the 
good of the Nation; and eſpecially as I intend the Money 
aid out this Way, ſhould only be a Loan. I think it could 
be no great Loſs to the Kingdom, as there is no immediate 
occaſion for it at Home, nor is it likely there will. This ſur- 
— r as well be doing ſome good, as lying uſe- 
eſs in the Treaſury; and this Nation (that is over- run with 
Beggars) avail itſelf of ſuch a beneficial Scheme. 

r, if this Method of ſupplying our Scheme, ſhould not 
be thought convenient, a voluntary Subſcription might be 
raiſed ; and I promiſe myſelf, it will anſwer the End ; for 
no People in the World, are more remarkable for publick 
Charities, than the People of Ireland: But a Loan out of 
the publick Treaſury, ſeems to me, to be the moſt natural 
Way; for this Money has been levied on the People, for 
National Purpoſes, and certainly it muſt be doing the Nati- 
on a great Service, to eaſe it of it's Beggars and other uſe- 


* Quzre—Whether the ſupporting of this publick Charitable 
Scheme would not be a better Application of the ſurplus publick 
Money, and more conducive to the Advantage of the Crown 
and the Community, than to give ſuch vaſt Sums in Penſions to 
People who have good Eſtates of their own to live upon, and 
many of whom do not reſide in this Kingdom ? 
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leſs Members. But I ſhall leave this Matter to Parliamenta- 

Conſideration, who in Conjunction with his Majeſty, are 
alone able to effe& the Work; and ſhall proceed to conſi- 
der what branch of Huſbandry will be moſt proper, for the 
Fe, en of our new Colony, and beſt anſwer the End of 

rade. | | | 

I have already taken notice that the generality of our ſu- 
perfluous Inhabitants, muſt be ſettled in a warm Climate, on 
account of their Inability to undergo the Fatigues of Huſ- 
bandry, which are — in raiſing of Corn; that a warm 
Climate will produce Commodities of greater expectation 
for the Advancement of Trade, and ſuch as require an ea- 
ſier Culture. Therefore $S/lk and Indigo are Branches of 
Huſbandry fit for our Purpoſe, of an eaſy Culture 
profitable to the Owners, —Staple Commodities of Trade; 
and People of the moſt delicate Conſtitutions, of either Sex, 
may be beneficially employed in this Way. This Employ- 
ment I look upon to be the moſt proper and fit for ſuch as 
are brought up in Cities, and ſuch as 1 would recommend 
to our new Colony. Beſides, in a Silk Factory, their 
Wives and Children would be more uſeful Aſſiſtants, than 


in any other Branch of Huſbandry : Becauſe no painful 


Labour attends it, and the principal Part of the Work is 
managed within Doors. 


Now, if the Weſtern Parts of South-Carglina ſhould be 


judged the moſt convenient Place for this Colony, it will un- 
doubtedly anſwer our Purpoſe, for the raifing of Silk and 
Indigo; for the Specimens of theſe Commodities, which 
we have already had from that Country, plainly ſhew that 
nothing is wanting to produce an Abundance of theſe va- 
luable Branches of Merchandize, but Care and Induſtry ; 
with the Addition of a few more Hands. 

Beſides Silk and Indigo, that Climate will certainly pro- 
duce Cotton, Saffron, Wine and Brandy, with many other 
uſeful Commodities, if cultivated for theſe Purpoſes ; and I 
am well ſatisfied, that no good Reaſon can be aſſigned why 
it ſhould not, as well as the ſame Climate in Europe ; For 
this Country lies within the ſame Degrees of Latitude, with 
Italy, the South of Spain, and Turkey in Europe, Unthink- 
ing People may indeed be ready to ſuggeſt, that the im- 


por ting of Wine and Brandy from that atry, would not 
of t 


ſo well anſwer the End of Trade, by reaſon of the Length 
of the Voyage ; but this Difficulty may be eaſily obviated, 
if w2 conſider that this Country will be able to ſell theſe 
Commodities much cheaper than thoſe Countries that pay 

| great 


ſid 
vantage of the cheapneſs of Land, be i 
ted at one half of the uſual Expence of Freight; for the 


pure reQified Spirits of Wine, requires an equal Quantity of 
Water to be mixed with it, before it can be reduced to 
Praof Brandy: Therefore nothing but the pure Ae 
might be imported, and then one Ship would carry as much 
as two, which would make the Freight of that Commodity, 
come cheap to the Merchant. 

This ntry yet farther recommends it ſelf as the pro- 
pereſt Situation for our new Colony, becauſe Seven Eighths 
of the whole of Carolina, is now the Property of the 
Crown of England; Seven of the original Patentees having 
reſigned their Intereſt thereof, for a certain Sum of — 
in the Year 1728: Therefore this Country ſeems to be 
molt likely to be obtained for charitable Uſes. 

Theſe general Hints may ſuffice to ſhew the many Ad- 
vantages that might accrew to the Publick, from the exe- 
cution of ſuch an univerſal Charitable Scheme; and the 
Happineſs that would thereby undoubtedly redound to the 
Poor, But a Colony intirely made up of Beggars is, to be 
ſure, very unlikely to make any conſiderable Figure, in 
any new Branch of Agriculture, without a proper Mixture 
of other Members, of a more liberal and induſtrious Edu- 
cation. This neceſſary Part of our Colony may as eaſily 
be had as the other, if a political Draught were made of the 
labouring Poor in ſome of our Manufacturies, and likewiſe 
of our lower Claſs of Dealers. | 

We ſhall find upon a general Review of theſe two Claſſes 
of People, that we have a Superfluity of them, as well as 
of Beggars; and that the One is as pernicious to the King- 
dom, as the other. Many of their Caſes are more deplo- 
rable than that of Beggars, and more deſervedly calls for the 
peculiar Aid and Attention of the Legiſlature z becauſe 
many of them have been uſeful Members of Society, and 
loſt their Fortunes in attempting to improve the Commerce 
of their Country. 

As many of thoſe, whom I ſpeak of as a neceſſary Mix- 
ture for our new Colony, and whom TI ve called, Di- 
ſtinction-ſake, Supernumerary Traders, have been reduced 
from good Circumſtances, they will certainly be the more 
anxious to acquire them again; this will excite Induſtry, 
which conſequently will improve the Colony, and excite an 
Emulation in thoſe we have Reaſon to fear will be Slothful; 
therefore it will certainly be of publick Advantage to — 


| 


| 
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ſuch a Mixture in our Colony, ſuppoſing it ſhould coft us a 
little more. And here it is to be obſerved among other 
Things, that the Circumſtances of thoſe I hint at, will ne- 
ceſfarily occaſion an Additional Article to our Scheme ; for, 
as there will be ſome occaſion for hard Labour at the firſt 
ſettling of the Colony, in clearing of the Ground of ſuper- 
fluous Woods, the building of convenient Habitations, &c. 
it will be neceſſary to allow the Aſſiſtance of one or more 
Servants to ſuch Families only as have been delicately 
brought up, and unaccuſtomed to hard Labour. This additi- 
onal Aſſiſtance will be ſo abſolutely neceſſary to ſuch Fami- 
hes, in order to encourage their going thither, that with- 
out ſuch Help, the Scheme would be impracticable to them. 

Here then, a new Difficulty will ariſe on account of theſe 
Servants ; for our Scheme ſuppoſes that all our fuperfluous 
Poor have an equal Right to the publick Bounty, provided 
they are joined in Wedlock ; therefore ſuch Servants as 
were inclinable to go, would probably rather chooſe to 
marry, and take the Benefit as well as others ; and this per- 
haps will make it a difficult Matter, (for ſuch Families) to 
get Servants to go with them. But if every other Means 
thould fail, they may be ſupplied with Servants from a- 
mongſt our unmarried Beggars or Convifs, of whom we 
have always a great Number, and who are ny burthenſome 
to this Country, and very expenſive in their I ranfportation: 
Therefore theſe poor reduced Traders, may have the Bene- 


fit of the Servitude of theſe Convias, as well as others. 


This additional Aſſiſtance of Servants, will enable thoſe 
Families, who are of a tender Education, to make an equal 
Progreſs in the improving of their Plantations, with thoſe 
who are of more robuſt Conſtitutions ; and by the Time 
that the Servitude of theſe Convicts are out, they may be 
able to purchaſe other Servants themſelves. 

Now, then we'll ſuppoſe each Family upon an equal foot- 
ing with reſpe& to Labourers ; and that they are able to 
turn out one a Piece, for publick Service; but it may be 
juſtly objected here, that a few Hands can make but little 
Progreſs in ſuch laborious Work, as the taking in of uncul- 
tivated Land really is; to obviate which Objection, we may 
obſerve that the Laws of Society naturally point out a prac- 


ticable Method of making fuch Labour eaſy. For Inſtance, 


Six or more Families, as need requires, may join together, 
and each ſend out a Man, to work Week about on their 
ſeveral Plantations ; and thus their united Strength will en- 
able them to overcover any Difficulty that may occur, _ | 
Clear 
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clear as much Land as will be neceſſary, with as much Eaſe, 
and as effectually, as if every Family had ſeveral Servants. 
This additional Charge of Servants, will neceſſarily require 
a greater Supply to be given ſuch Families, than thoſe who 
have none; but as I obſerved before, every Family is to re- 
ceive Supplies according. to the Number of Heads in each 
Family ; or as their Exigencies ſhall require. * 
Now, Sir, I think I have taken notice of every thing ma- 
terial relating to this Charitable Scheme, and although I have 
but juſt hinted at Things in a general Way; yet Iflatter 
my ſelf, that thefe ſcattered Hints will be ſufficient to ſhew, 
to a Perſon of your Capacity, the publick Utility of ſuch a 
Scheme. But that the Neceſſity of this publick Charitable 
Scheme may appear more fully, I ſhall now proceed to con- 
ſider the particular Caſes of theſe different Claſſes of Peo- 
ple; and in order to this, ſhall confine my Obſervations in 
a particular Manner to the City of Dublin: Becauſe I can 
here ſpeak from my own certain Knowledge. 1 
All Nations in the World, and even the moſt civilized, 
are unavoidably ſubje& to be burdened with Beggars; and 
theſe naturally ariſe from two Cauſes. The firſt are ſuch 
as by Nature or Accident are deprived of the uſe of their 
Eyes, Limbs, &c. the ſecond are ſuch Labouring Poor as 
live to an old Age, when the Decay of their Strength renders 
them incapable of ſupporting themſelves by their own In- 
duſtry : This no Government can prevent; and ſuch Ob- 
jeQs as theſe, are without Diſpute intitled to the charitable 
Care of their Country. This Sort, firſt gave Riſe to the 
Cuſtom of Begging ; but many others from an Averſion to 
Labour, hath incroached on the Privilege of theſe real Ob- 
jects, and abuſed this Liberty, to the Reproach of many 
Nations, and the Prejudice-of the real Indigent. _.. | 
Ot this intruding Kind, Ireland hath greater Reaſon to 
complain, than any other Nation in Europe; and from the 
vaſt Numbers that are to be found in every Corner of this 
Metropolis, one might take the City of Dublin to be the ge- 
neral Rendezvous of all the Beggars in the whole Kingdom. 
"Theſe exceſſive Numbers of uſeleſs, I may ſay deſtructive 
Members of Society, bring our Nation under a very igno- 
minious Character; and diſcovers to every Perſon of Ob- 
ſervation, a palpable Error in our Policy. To ſtrengthen 
this Opinion, a judicious French Author mentions a Travel- 
ler, who had carefully examined the different Governments. 
of Aſia and Europe, and ſaid, © that he never was miſtaken, 
in meaſuring their Polity according to the Manner in 
© which 
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& which Idleneſs was regarded among them; and the Coun- 
44 tries in which there were Beggars, came neareſt to Bar- 
4 barity. Jo deſire to live without wotking is a Crime; 
« becauſe it is a continual Robbery committed upon the 
« Nation.“ LOSES 
The Trade of a Beggar, a School of Thievery, to which 
ce there is only wanting Letters of Licence, encreaſeth, and 
is perpetuated from Father to Son, almoſt by hereditary 
« Right : For the Son really ſucceedeth the Father, in Sta- 
tions, remarkable for a plentiful Harveſt of Alms. 
This Toleration, is the more inexcuſable, when we 
«& conſider how eaſy it is to deſtroy the Trade of Beggars, 
« and how advantageous it would be to make them labour. 
The Law puniſheth Beggars, by this alone, that they 
6 are looked upon as Vagabonds ; why ſhould we wait, un- 
til they become Thieves and Robbers, and put them un- 
& der the Neceſſity of periſhing by the Hands of Execu- 
« tioners ? The 


The Laws of reland reſpect Beggars in the ſame Senſe as 
thoſe mentioned by our Author, and puniſheth after the ſame, or 
the like Manner ; but this Remedy hath hitherto proved ineffectu- 
al. No Cure hath been wrought by it. the Diſeaſẽ (till re- 
mains; therefore another Conſultation ſeems neceſſary in order to 
preſcribe ſome new Remedy, that will better ſuit the Conflitutions 
of the People, and bring more Glory with other Advantages to 
our Government. 4. | 

The Poor-houſe of the City of Dublin was at laſt erected as the 
only Method to eaſe this Metropolis of Beggars, and the Inhabi- 
tants have been . theſe many Years paſt grievouſly taxed to ſupport 
it, at no leſs a Sum than four thouſand Pounds per Annum; yet 
we have not one Beggar leſs fot all this Expence. I ſhall here give 
an Example of a Poor-houſt in a + City of a neighbouring Nation 
erected upon the ſame Plan of ours, but with this remarkable Dif- 
ference that that Poor-houſe hath np legal Endowments for its 


Support. This City which I ſpeak of, contains eight Pariſhes, and 


we may reaſonably ſuppoſe muſt contain and produce a conſider- 
able Number of Poor, yet they are comfortably ſupported with- 
out any Expence to the Citizens. The Manner in which this Poor- 
houſe is ſupported, is chiefly by the Induſtry of the Poor contain- 
ed in it, and what is collected in the ſeveral Pariſh-Churches on 
Sundays; and the Deficiency is made up out of the City-Fund. 
All Found/ings and Orphans, &c. are likewiſe taken into this Houle, 
and there maintained, educated, and put out Apprentices at a pro- 

Age. The Poor in this Houſe want for nothing that is ne- 
ceſſary for the Support of human Life, aud that in a clean, decent, 


| 8 S orderly 
br, + Glaſgow. uh 


191 
The Truth of theſe Obſervations is ſo obvious, that 1 
have no Occaſion for ufing_ ail more Arguments for its 


farther Illuſtration. Every knows that the having ſo 
reat a Number of idle People living upon the. Spoil of the 
9 muſt be a great Loſs to the Kingdom, as no 
Value is received for it, in any Kind whatſoever ; and if the 
Exil continues to increaſe, as it is likely to do; (unleſs ſome 
ſpeedy Remedy be applied) it muſt in Time be one great 
„among ſeveral others, of eating out the 1 of 
the Nation: For Beggars exerciſe no Induſtry, that either 
tends to encreaſe the Wealth of the Kingdom, or contri - 
butes any Thing towards their own Maintainance. Neither 
can ic be ſaid that they contribute any Thing towards the 
Conſumption of our ManufaQuries, becauſe their Profeſſion 
neceſſarily oblige them to be cloathed in Rags, which they 
beg from other People; and as for other Products of the 
Earth which they conſume, it is generally grievouſly ex- 
torted from People who want it for the Support of their own 
Families. 
I ſhall not take up any more Time in deſcanting upon the 
Evil of allowing an unlimited Toleration to Beggars, every 
Body knows how hurtful it is to Society,—every Body feels 
its baneful Effects, and ardently wiſhes for ſome Method of 
Relief; but ſhall proceed to conſider the more melancholy 
Caſe of many of our /abouring Poor, both in Huſbandry, and in 
the ſeveral Branches of our Manufa#uries ; and here we may 
behold the moſt affecting Scenes of Miſery that can poſſibly 
befal Human Life. Here we may ſee People, brought up 
to Induſtry and willing to labour, ſtarving for Want of 
Bread, or rather for the Want of Employment ; and on 
this Account, many are neceſſitated to become mercenary 
Hirelings to foreign Princes. many are tempted to com- 
mit diſhonourable and mean Actions, for which they fre- 
quay ſuffer Death or Baniſhment, and many others ſpend 
their Days in Penury and Want, in a State more miſerable, 
by ſeveral Degrees, than that of Beggars. | 
The Prohibition laid on the Exportation of our Moollen 
Manufafury, and the little Conſumption of that Commo- 
dity at home, are the principal Cauſes of the miſerable Con- 
dition of Thouſands of our labouring Poor. The Reaſon 


| orderly Manner; and no work exacted of them but what they 
can perform with Eaſe. Now, from what Cauſes it proceeds, that 
our Poor-houſe Scheme has had ſuch ill Succeſs with all its ſu- 


perior Advantages the n can beſt tell, 
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of this little home Conſumption, is chiefly owing to theſe 
two Cauſes, ——the Want of Inhabitants in the Country 


Parts of this Kingdom, and the great Quantites of woollen 
Goods continually imported from England, The true Cauſe 


of the Fewneſs of Inhabitants in the Country Parts of Tre- 
land, is certainly occaſioned by the Want and Neglect of 
Tillage; for if the land of Jreland was more generally em- 
ployed in active Kinds of Huſbandry, ſuch as the * of 


Corn and Flax, a greater Number of Labourers would then 


come neceflary : And this Encreaſe of Inhabitants in the 


Country, would conſequently occaſion a 8 Conſump- 


reign Merchan- 


tion of our home Manufacturies, and our 


dize; and this Conſumption would again occaſion the 


employing of more of the labouring Poor in our Manu- 
facturies. 4:41. 
_ To ſtrengthen this Opinion, permit me to give you an 
Abſtract of Mr. Bindon's excellent Preface to his Tranſlation 
of the French Author above quoted, where he moſt pathe- 
tically declaims againſt the erroneous Policy of his Country. 
& It is certain, ſays he, that the Improvement of Agric 
& ture, and other neceſſary and uſeful Induſtries, are the 
* chief Objects of Care in every Country, where Polity 
, and Commerce are not left to the Guidance of Chance. 
* How defective the People of Ireland are, even in the 
be principal Article of Induſtry, and which our Author very 
* 3 calleth the Baſis of Commerce, fully appearet 
rom the frequent, or rather conſtant Scarcity of Corn in 
te this Kingdom; whereby there is a Neceſſity of import- 
& ing the — of other . to the Value of at leaſt 
© 100, oO J. a Year. This is too great a Loſs to a Nation, 
* whoſe whole Exports are not much above 1,000,000 J. 
& fer Annum. This Scarcity of Corn, muſt certainly pro- 
t ceed from an Error in Polity, which might be ea 10 re- 
« medied, if the lazy Method of employing large Tracts 
of Land in grazing of Cattle, which prevaileth in the moſt 
4 fertile Provinces, ſhould be abated by more active Kinds 
e of Huſbandry, and by dividing Lands into ſmaller Farms; 
* and until ſome ſuch Method as this takes fro : is in 
* vain to expect an at Improvements in Agriculture, 
% however — the Soi of , be for Tillage. 
Perhaps it would prove a good Expedient for dividing 
Lands into ſmaller Farms, if a Law were made to direct 
ce the Building and upholding convenient Houſes in the 
„Country, with proper Portions of Land, to be let to re- 
« fident Furmeri, who utder ſome peculiar Title, might be 
| 9 E eſtabliſhed 
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«< eſtabliſhed amongſt us. That this might be performed, 
4 and would greatly tend to the Improvement of [relang, 
44 will it is believed, be readily allowed by every one, who 
& gives himſelf Leiſure to think of the Matter. And there 
& is too much Reaſon to apprehend, that until ſome ſuch 
© Method be practiſed of dividing Land into ſmaller Farms, 
4 all Attempts to encourage Tillage, or to force thoſe who 
& hold large Tracts of Land, to ſow a Portion of it with 

Corn, will prove ineffectual. | 8 
te It hath been a Queſtion, whether the Increaſe of Peo- 
* ple, be a real Benefit to Ireland; and conſidering our 

« Polity and Commerce, this Point ſeemeth {till to be ye 
* doubtful. The chief Articles of Export from Ireland, 
&* are the Products of Land with very little additional Va- 
sue from the Labour or Induſtry of Men. The Wealth 
&* of the Kingdom is engroſſed into the Hands of a few very 
s opulent Landlords, overgrown Farmers, and other Per- 
* ſons, who neither labour nor exerciſe any Induſtry, that 
* contributeth to increaſe the Riches of the Nation. They 

can afford to make a Figure, and this makes Ireland a 
& pear in a flouriſhing Condition, to Perſons who have only 
e 


% a ſuperficial Knowledge of the Affairs of this Count 
© But were thoſe Perſons to ſee the Poverty and miſerab 
% Condition of the Generality of the Nation, they would 
& ſoon change their Opinion, and conclude that Ireland is in 
« general, rather to be pitied than envied. Nor is it to be 


% doubted, but the Traveller, taken Notice of by our Au- 


* thor, would rank this Kingdom in the higheſt Degree of 


00 Barbarity, if he ſaw the Number of Beggars with which 


&* it abounds.” 4 | 

lt is certain the Jriſb are accuſed of being naturally 
« idle and flothful. But the World is become knowing 
* enough to perceive, that human Nature is, generally, the 
* ſame in all Countries, and that although Ki Men covet 
„ Eaſe, yet, ſince the Improvement of Commerce hath 
% made ** and Induſtry abſolutely neceſfary, thoſe 
© Qualities are rather accidentally acquired by any Nation, 
& than purely natural to it. And whatever might have 
s been the Diſpoſition of the Tnhabitants of Ireland, in for- 
& mer Days, it is plain, that of late Years, they are ad- 
& dicted to Labour and Induſtry, and deſirous of being em- 
c ployed. Witneſs the great Numbers of them, who go to 
2 Erde in foreign Armies, for want of being employed in the 
&* large and fertile Fields of their native Country; and alſo, 


« witnels their annua! paſſing into England, and even to 
| | w New- 
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& Newfoundland, to ſerve as Hirelings for Food. This 
„ ſheweth a good Inclination in the Inhabitants to Labour 
te and Induſtry, and too ſtrongly proveth, that Ireland is 
* but in a declining Condition. And upon the whole Mat- 
6 ter, this Kingdom may be looked upon as a Country em- 
4 ployed in producing Beef, Butter, raw Hides, Wool, 
“ and ſuch Kind of Nestes and as a Nurſery of Peo- 
c“ ple for other Nations“. Ml 
| Theſe Reflections are ſo much to our Purpoſe that they 
require no Animadverſion; but the Misfortune is, the mi- 
ſerable Condition of the labouring Poor is too remote from 
the Knowledge of the Legiſlature, or their high Circumſtan- 
ces in Life remove them at too great a Diſtance from low 
Scenes of Action; and we may impute it to this Cauſe alone 
that fo little Notice hath hitherto been taken of theſe real 
Objects of their Country's Compaſſion. But if the Fathers 
of our Country, would pleaſe to condeſcend to take a View 
of their Political Children, in their reſpective Habitations, 
they would ſoon be convinced of the 'Truth of all that hath 
been ſaid of their Poverty and Wretchedneſs ; and that 
their Poverty is occaſioned for Want of Employment. Let 
them but take a View of the labouring Poor brought up in 
our Woollen Manufafury, and they will find the Generality, 
of that Trade not employed over two thirds of their Time; 
for oy I am pretty confident I don't exceed the Bounds of 
ruth. | * 
We may ee as the Caſe in general really is, that 
a Journeyman Weaver hath a Wife and two Children, which 
are four in Family ; if he is fully. employed, all he could earn, 
is ten Shillings a Week ; take one third out of this for 
idle Time, the whole Support of his Family afterwards is, 
only ſix Shillings and eight Pence; let us deduQ out of this 
another certain Expence of eight Pence a Week for Room 
Rent, the Remainder then is only ſix Shillings, which is ten 
Pence farthing a Day, for the Feeding and Cloathing of 
four in Family: Hence we may judge what Kind of Sup- 
port they muſt have from ſo ſmall a Matter, conſidering 
the Dearneſs of our Proviſions. | 
But there are yet other Means which reduce this weekly 
Support, which we may call contingent Expences ; theſe fre- 
quently fall very heavy on ſuch Families. Theſe Expences 
are chiefly occaſioned by the too great Number Hoe 
days, and Saturday Night's Meetings ; for it is cuſtomary for , 
"Fourneymen to be paid their Week's -Earning, at an Ale- 
leuſe, where they generally ſpend a Groat or Sixpence a Mgr 
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this refreſhing Glaſs raiſes their drooping Spirits after their 
Week's Labour, and then they begin to forget their Povers 
and their Families, and often exceed the Bounds of Rea- 
on before they part. He is reckoned no bad Huſband, if 
he can withſtand the Temptation ſo far as to get off with- 
out ſpending more than one Shilling; this reduces his ſix 
Shillings to five, and this remaining five muſt ſupply all the 
Wants of the Family, the enſuing Week. 
This ſmall Support lays the Wives under a Neceſſity of 
applying themſelves to fach Induſtry as are foreign to theit 
Sphere in Life, and very hurtful to the Publick and their 
Families in another Way. For inſtead of being employed 
in nurſing their Children, and in other domeſtick Affairs, 
they are neceſſitated to drudge about the Streets, hawking 
of Fiſh, Herbs and Roots, in order to add ſomething to the 
Support of their Families; and this occaſions them to be 
the greateſt Part of the Day, abſent from their Childrens 
the young of which, requiring the conſtant Attendance of 
their Mothers, are thereby deprived of that Care which is 
neceſſary. Expoſed to Cold and Hunger, which greatly 
weakens their tender Conſtitutions, en malignant 
Diſorders, which ſeldom fail of bringing Death, after a 
ſlow and tedious Manner; and this ſtill encreaſes their Mi- 
ſery and their Poverty, and deprives the Common Wealth of 
a neceſſary Succeſſion of uſeful Members. 96 
I ſay the Effects of this ſcanty Support are certainly: 
hurtful to the Publick, in that it is pernicious to the E 
creaſe of Inhabitants ; it weakens the Progeny of the la- 
bouring Poor, on whom depends the ſupplying of our Army, 
our Navy, and our Manu facturiet. This to a Country that 
is attentive to Commerce, and knoweth how to avail itſelf 
of a great Number of labouring Inhabitants, would be 
reckoned a very great Evil; for as our Author teacheth in 
the preſent Caſe, © that to favour Marriages, to grant Aſ- 
& ſiſtance to a Father burthened with a numerous Family, 
© to watch over the Education of Orphans, and Foundlings, 
% Kc. is to ſtrengthen a State more than can be done by 
“ Conqueſts.” LEA 1870; ru 
But Reflections of this Kind don't ſo well ſuit . /reland, 
conſidering the low Condition of our Trade, and the un- 
improved State of our Manufacturiet. For until the People 
of Ireland give their Attention a little more to the Improve- 
ment of Agriculture and their Manufacturies, they have little; 
Occaſion to mind. whether the Inhabitants of the Kingdom, 


encreaſe or decreaſe ; but what a Pity it is to ſee ſo _ 
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of the King's uſeful Subjects e under ſuch Cala - 
mities, and at the ſame Time * Britiſh Colonies wanting 
Inhabitants. Our Author farther adviſes in ſuch a Caſe, 
that when a Country has the Number of Soldiers neceſſa- 
< Ty for its Defence, and no Part of the Land is unculti- 
« vated, and that its ManufaQures are fully ſupplied with 
„ Workmen, then the Overplus Inhabitants ought to go 
out, and people new Countries z there to ſecure: retiring 
Places, and there to eſtabliſh a new Dominion; which 
* ought always to be ſuborginate to that Country, which 
<« procured to them this Aſylum, This ought to be the 
&« Policy of our Colonies.” 

. T ſhall poſtpone the farther Application of this Subject, 
until I conſider the more miſerable Condition of many of 
our lower Claſs of Dealers, Their Caſes are ſo melancholy, 
and the Effects thereof ſo hurtful to the Publick, that they re- 
quire the particular Attention of the Legiſlature, as much as 
any of the other two Claſſes of People, already mentioned. 

In order to this, it may be obſerved, with a good deal of 
Truth, that too great a Number of Drapers and Retailers 

Merchandize, are yet more pernicious to a State, than a 

perfluity of Workmen in their ManafaQturies ; for they 
exerciſe no-Induſtry that tendeth to encreaſe the Riches of 
their Country, and in Caſe of a Failure of Corn, they make 
the Balance of Trade to the Prejudice of the Kingdom, 
more conſiderable, Many that may be ranked among this 
- Claſs of People, are deemed Publick Nuſances by the Com- 
man Law of this Country; yet it is not their Fault but their 
Misfortune, that they can't be more uſefully employed for 
the Publick Gad. This Inability to help themſelves renders 
them as much as any, the real Objects of the Legiſlators 
Commiſeration ;z and in ſome Senſe they ought to have the 
firſt Place in it; for many of them (as I ſaid before) hath 
been ſerviceable to their Country, and loſt their Fortunes 
in endeavouring to improve Commerce: And as many of 
them are unaccuſtomed to labour at any Handicraft Trade, 
they are ſtill the more to be pitied, as they have no Reſource . 
in Caſe of a total Failure in Buſineſs. | 

Theſe are the People which I hinted at above, as a pro- 
per Mixture for the improving and aggrandizing of our new . 
Colony. Their mote improved Capacities, by ſon of a 
better Education, and their greater Experience of the Com- 
forts and Convenjencies of Life, will undoubtedly excite . 
them to an arduous Induſtry, in Order to procure the En- 

Yan Opt 61 Ut e e Lud ; joyment | 
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joyment of them; and this will certainly raiſe an Emula- 
tion in others to follow their 8 | 7 
Under the Character of Dealers may be comprehended Pra- 
pers, Petty Grocert, Ale-ſellers, Vintners, & c. with ſeveral others 
whom we need not mention. That there is a Superfluity of 
ſuch in the City of Dublin and other Parts of this Kingdom, 


may be eaſily demonſtrated from the vaſt Number of Bank. , 


rupts that are continually to be found among this 94 of 
People; and theſe frequent Bankruptcies too plainly ſhe 

that we have not ſufficient Buſineſs for the Maintenance of 
theſe, more than thoſe brought up in our Manufacturies. 


This pointeth out to us the Neceſſity of draughting out the 


Overplus, that the Whole ſhould not be affected with the 
general Poverty: For the Buſineſs that is ſufficient to ſup- 
port one, will ſtarve two. More Sellers than Buyers can 
never anſwer the End of Commerce ; —_ in all the 
Houſes of this City are too many for our mption, and 
can never be ſupported, unleſs we had a greater Inland 
Trade, and a free Exportation of our Woollen Manufac- 
ture; and this we are not to expect, until the Country 
Parts of Ireland become better inhabited, and England be 
leaſed to grant us the Liberty of an unlimited Exportation : 
But this latter Privilege we are not likely to enjoy, until 
England has enlarged her Markets. | | 
The raiſing of the Land of Ireland to ſuch a Pitch as it 

is at preſent is another Means of helping on the general Ca- 


lamity ; for the Products thereof are not ſufficient to an- 


ſwer the Rent and Taxes, and give Bread to the Tenant; 
therefore, rather than give all their Labour to the Land- 
lord, they chooſe to come to the City and turn Dealers. 
This Buſineſs they are ignorant of, and likewiſe unacquaint- 
ed with the People they deal with, who ſeldom fail totake 
an Advantage of their — both in buying and ſelling. 
They ſoon get a Set of Cuſtomers who have Art enough to 
ingratiate themſelves with theſe ſimple unexperienced Deal- 
ers, and by degrees get into their Debt; and when they 
expect a grateful Return for their Civilities, they find the 
moſt of their Debtors are Inſolvent. In this Dilemma they 
are forced to take Credit from the M boleſale Merchant 3 
for which they are obliged to pay more than if they paid 
ready Money ; and with this additional Stock they are de- 


termined to be more cautious in the Choice of their Cuf- - 


tomers than they were before; but to their great Misfor- 
tune, they find thoſe who deal honeſtly with them to be 
very ſew, and conſequently the Sale of their Goods to be 

| very 
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very little. In this Caſe the Profits ariſing from the Sale of 


their Goods, are inſufficient to ſupply the Demands of their 
Families, but the neceſſaries of Lite muſt be had, and hence 


the remaining Part of their Capital Stocks are encroached 
upon, and gradually ſunk in a little time : Then all that is 


left for them to depend upon, is their Credit. In order to 
Support this, they muſt as they think, keep up the ſame 


genteel Decorum in their Families as at firſt ſetting up, and 


this Expence gradually encroaches on their Merchant's Pro- 


perty, and then their Payments begin to grow worſe and 


worle, which ſoon cauſes the Merchant to grow uneaſy and 
doubt their Solvency, and therefore preſſes hard for a Set- 
tlement ; and if theſe poor unfortunate Men eſcapes a Fail, 
it muſt be by becoming Fugitives in another Country. 
Here their helpleſs Families are undone, and not only be- 
come uſeleſs, but burthenſome to the Publick. - This un- 
happy Fate is not only peculiar to thoſe that retire hither 
from the Country, but it is the Caſe of many others brought 
up in the City; who for want of ſufficient Employment in 
the Manufactury Way, in which they were brought up, are 
neceſſitated for Bread to go into the Way of Dealing in Ex- 
pectation of a Livelibood for their Families; ſome to Dram- 
ſelling, ſome to Ale-ſelling, ſome to Diſtilling, and other 
. that are both prejudicial to themſelves and the 
Publick. 

From the vaſt Number of Ale Houſes and Dram Shops 
that are to be found in every Lane and Corner of this Me- 
tropolis, one would imagine that the whole Buſineſs of our 
Lives, and the publick Concern, depended on drinking of 
Ale and Brandy. * The baneful Effects of theſe Semina- 

| ; Ties 


It may be noted, that Vhiſtey and other Strong Waters are 
become very hurtful to the lower Claſs of People, as well as great- 
ly conſume our Corn; and for theſe two Reaſons, it is the Gpini- 
on of ſome, that the diſtilling of theſe Waters ought to be pro- 
hibited. But it may be anſwered in the firſt Place, that the hurt done 
to the Poor by the too frequent uſe of theſe Waters is owing to their 


| Badneſ5 and Cheapneſs ; and this might be prevented if a Law were 
made to aſcertain their Quality, by allowing none to be diſtilled 
but of Barley Malt, and none ſold under Prof, or leſs than a, 


Year Ola; this would make theſe Waters equal in goodneſs to thoſe 
imported from Holland, and likewiſe conſiderably raiſe their Price, 


and conſequently put it out of the reach of the Poor to debauch 


themſelves ſo much with them as they uſually do: Beſides the 
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nes of Vice, % plainly ſeen by every Perſon of Obſetva- 
tion, and ſeverely felt by the Publick ; for there our labour. 
ing Workmen are debauched with the ruinous Habit of 
Drunkenneſs, and their Morals tainted with every Evil that 

i urs human Nature 3 there our Servants are taught 
to be idle and diſobedient, to thieve from their Maſters, and 
to blab the Secrets of Families; — there Thieves and 


Servants, and from them learn the Means, and proper Sea- 
ſons to fob us. We need not here apply to the Legiſlature 
for new Laws to remedy this Evil; but to contrive ſome 
Outlet, or ſome other more reputable Employment for 
theſe People who-are thus neceſſitated to follow this perni- 
cious Buſineſs ; for we have Laws of a long Standing in this 
Kingdom, prohibiting all petty and By-Ale Houſes as Pub- 
lick Nuſances; but the Difficulty lies in putting theſe Laws 
in Execution. For our Grand Furies, who are the 

Inſpectors of all publick Nufances, out of 'Tenderneſs to 
their Fellow Citizens, can't preſent them as ſuch, becauſe 
they — that ſuch Families muſt be reduced to 


be conſequently became a Burthen to the Pub- 
ring of theſe Liquors * after ſo pure and neat a Manner, would 


—_— invite the better Sort of People to uſe them in- 
ſtead o 


French Brandy, which greatly impoveriſhes our Country, 
and likewiſe debauches our middling fort ot People. It would 
not be amiſs, in order to encourage the Diſtiller, to take off the 
| ee Duty laid on our Strong\ Waters, and lay it on French 

» which would raiſe the Price of that Commodity in Pro- 


portion to gur Wako: _ | | 
In the ſecond Place, the Ae of Whiſkey is a publick 
Good, as it encourages the Farmer, and encreaſes the Conſump- 
tion of the Products of our own Country, and employs and gives 
Bread' to a © Number-of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom; 


1 . 


and muſt of Courſe prevent the 2 — of foreign Spirit + 


ous Liquors, the Bane of our Nation. eed, in caſe of a Failure 
of Corn, there might be a Stop put ta | Diftilling, during the 
Lans of Searcity; but ſince we can't do without Spirituous 

iquors, we may as well import Cm |as Brazey ; and as England 
can and does fot the maſt Part ſupply us with Corn, it is better that 
our Friends and 8 ſhould have our Linen Cloth for Corn, 
than our inveterate Enemies have our Beef, Butter, and other 
v 32 w ; , = 4 
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While I am ſpeaking of the Evil of tolerating ſo man 
unneceſſary Ale-Houſes, I can't diſmiſs this Subject I 
taking notice of the great Number of Bawdy Houſes, looſe 
and diſorderly Women, that ply in all Corners of this Me- 
tropolis, and with Impunity lay Snares for the Unwary, and 
debauch the Morals of our Youth, before they have arriv- 
ed at Years of Experience, to guard againſt the Snares of 
theſe Deluders. Theſe unhappy Wretches are to be look'd 
upon as the principal Inſtruments of the Ruin of many thou- 
ſands, and to go about to enumerate the many Murders, 
Robberies, Thefts and Perjuries, that are either committed 
in theſe Ne/ts of Iniguity, or perpetrated by their Means, 
would be a needleſs Work, for every Body knoweth, that 
few Men have been Tranſported, or died at Stephen's-Green, 
without owing Part, if not the Whole of their Misfortunes, 
to theſe miſerable Drudges in Sin and Impurity. 

It is alſo needleſs. to call for new Laws to ſuppreſs theſe 
publick Peſts, our Law Books are full of Statutes to deſtroy 
them but theſe Laws are like the other Statutes relating to 
Bye-Ale-Houſes, Idle and Vagrant Beggars, only a mere 
dead Letter, ſcarce operating at all; and the Reaſons for 
this muſt be the ſame as in the other Caſes above mention 
ed, that it is Poverty, and want of Buſineſs. I ſay, it is the 
want of Bread which is the principal Cauſe of theſe unfortu- 
nate Creatiires proſtituting their Virtue, therefore they are 
the greater Objects of our Compaſſion : for young innocent 
Creatures entering into that ſcandalous way of Life, can ne- 
ver be a Matter of Choice, but of Neceſſity; for all Senſe 
of Pleaſure is loſt to them, the Whole is mere Labour and 
Wretchedneſs ; they are Slaves to, and buffetted by every 
drunken Ruffian; they are the Tools of, and tyrannized over 
by the Imps of Bawds, expoſed to all the Rigours of cold 
and inclement Weather, in conſtant dread of the Night Ma- 
Pa worn out with Toil and loathſome Diſeaſe, and at 
aſt die wretched, without Pity or Compaſſion. Here are 
real Objects of publick Charity, which loudly calls for the 
benevolent Aid of the - Legiſlature, as much as Fs 
People: — Women in' Diſtreſs, neceſſitated: to facrifice their 
Virtue and Honour, to obtain a Livelihood 1 1 
This miſerable Part of our Species might be made Ys 
and a Stop put to the Evil that produceth them, if an Out- 
let or retiring Place were provided by the Government, 
for ſuch Families as fall into Poverty; and this might be 
done by adhering to the above Charitable Scheme. Not theſe 
only, but all the different Kinds of People, which _ 
| | en 
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been ſpeaking of, might be made happy, and the Publick re- 
ceive t Advantage, if they were conducted in the rai- 
ſing of Sit and Indigo, and ſettled in ſuch a Climate as we 
propoſed. Theſe ManufaQuries ' are proper Employments 
Yr ſuch People, and more proper to be encouraged in our 
own Colonies than in foreign Nations. If America were but 


additionally inhabited with juſt ſuch a Number of People as 


are uſeleſs and burthenſome to us, in a little time, by their 
natural Encreaſe, they would conſume more of our us 


facturies than 'Turky and China; put them both together; 


for theſe Countries are ſo improved in Arts and — 
Fares, that they have little Occaſion for the Products of our 
Country: Therefore the purchaſing of their ſuperfluous 
Commodities muſt occaſion a great drain of our Caſb, and 
what do we get for it, but needleſs Luxuries, that could be 
had in our own Plantations : Even Tea, that prevailing Lux- 
ury might be had from America, if cultivated for that Pur- 
poſe. ' It is true indeed, theſe foreign Luxuries greatly en- 
creaſe the Revenue of England, but it is as true on the other 
Hand, that they greatly impoveriſh the People; and what- 
ever impoveriſhes. the People, muſt in Time affect the 
Common Wealth. "Therefore to prevent the draining of our 
Wealth by theſe” foreign Nations, the improving of our 
American es ought to be our peculiar Care; and in or- 
der to effect this, we ought to ſend out all our ſuperfluous 
Inhabitants, either ſuch as are reduced to Poverty for want 
of _—_ _ ſuch as are burthenſome. - - 15 3 
Some wi bably object againſt the ſending 
Inhabitants; Fr — are — of S that 
the Number of Inhabitants in any Country, are the true Wealth 
of that Country. ''This indeed may be allowed, if all 
theſe Inhabitants are uſefully and conſtantly employed, 
and their Policy and Commerce are fo wiſely eſtabliſhed and 
conducted, that the Exports of the Country ſufficiently ex- 
ceed their Imports. But in a Country (ſuch as Ireland) where 
the Imports nearly balance the Exports, a great Number of 
Inhabitants is not at all neceſſary, but in many Caſes very 


detrimetal; particularly in Caſe of a Failure of Corn, when 


that Commodity muſt be imported in great Abundance, and 
at a very high Price. The Balance of Traue in this Caſe, 
muſt then go againſt us; and as this Scareity frequent] 
happeneth, the little that uſually turns in our Favour, m 
again be Counter-ballanced : And this is ſtill likely to be the 
Caſe, unleſs: Agriculture _ che Improvement of 
5101 2 
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 MuaiufaHtiriet, become more the Objes of our Attens 


To ſtrengthen my Opinion, let me quote another Paſlage 
of Mr. Bindon's Preface; There are, ſaith he, ſome Por- 
c fons who ſay there are too few Inhabitants in frelandz 
6 and that this is the Cauſe of the ſmall, Improvement in 
$*. this Country, If, indeed, the Number ef Inhabitants 
te be compared with the Extent and Fertility. of Land, 
5 and the other natural Means that Ireland affordeth for 
4 employing an induſtrious People, then it muſt be allowed 
te they are too few. But when the Number of Inhabitants 
6 is compared with Employments they are engaged in, then 
6“ it appeareth the Inhabitants are too many; or, why, do 
& ſuch Numbers of them quit their native Soil to Earn a 
& Livelihood, by hazardous and painful Labour in foreign 
6 Countries? And why are ſo many Beggars ſeen in our 
6 Streets? 23-1. wt on : 
- 4. So that until, by a wiſe Polity, a Stop be put to this 
<« Iſſue of People, and the Evil which produceth ſo many 
Beggars be cured, it is wrong to complain of the Want 
& of Inhabitants, and yet more cruel, to force them to 
“ continue in a Country, where they muſt lead their Lives 
% in Miſery, This looketh like an Infringement of Liber- 
tc ty, and can never be attendetl with good Effects... 
As I obferved before, it will appear on a very ſlight Ex- 
amination, that there is a conſiderable Number of ſuperflu- 
ous Hands in ſeveral. of the Manufacturies of this Country, 
more than our Conſumption can afford to employ. Permit 
me then to aſk what Advantage or Credit can it be to the 
Kingdom to keep theſe ſuperſluous Hands at Home, livin 
in Miſery, and Wretchedneſs, for want of Employment 
They can never add to the Conſumption of the Products of 
their Country, if we conſider the Caſe maturely; for the 
Conſumption of the Products of the Kingdom, by this 
Claſs of People, muſt certainly be in proportion to what 
they can earn, and not in proportion to their Number: 
For they can't ſpend more than they earn. We may, for 
Example, State the Caſe thus; that Seventy five Workmen, 
fully employed, will manufacture as many Goods, as one 
Hundred, that are only employed but. three Quarters of their 
Time; and I dare engage that this is the Cafe in General, 
and particularly of thoſe in our Molln Manufaftury : So 
that a fourth Part of the Labouring Poor might be ſpared, 
without either leſſening the Conſumption of the Wr 
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the Kingdom, or ſtopping the Progreſs of our Manufactu- 
This Politial Draughting (like lopping off dead and uſeleſs 
Limbs) would certainly give more Vigour to the remaining 
Wortkmen, becauſe they would live better, and e 


be better able to rear their Children; (for as the Caſe 
at preſent, thouſands of Children die for want of nece 
Care, occaſioned by the Parents Poverty) and thoſe reared 
with proper Care, would ſoon fill up the Places of ſuch as 
were taken away; this would be a natural Way of encrea- 
Inhabitants : For it is juſt the ſame in the Body Politick 
as in the Body Natural, all Superfluities are pernicious to its 
r 
by a great deal, two of the lower Claſs of Dealers in 
this Country ; beyond t the Trade of the Nation can 
afford to maintain. For Proof of this, we need only appeal 
to the incredible Number of Bantrupts that have ed 


in this Kingdom, ſinge the Commencement. of the late Act 


for the relief of Inſoluent Debtors, Don't theſe vaſt Num- 
bers of Bankrupts plainly ſhew, that there is a Superfluity 
of this Claſs of People? And let me aſk farther, of what 
uſe are ſuch Bankrupts to the Common Health ? It is true, 
they help to conſume: the Products of the Kingdom, but in 
a way very diſhonourable and hurtful to it z for it is gene- 
rally at other People's Coſt, and not their on; they eat 
the Bread which others ought to have; for whatever the 
Creditor loſes by the Debtor, muſt be ſaved another Way, 
of his Capital muſt proportionably diminiſh. A Merchant 
that can afford to ſpend two hundred a Year, if he loſes 
two hundred Pounds by his Debtors, he muſt proportionably 
abridge the Expence of his Family to make up this Loſs, or 
he is in a fair way to become Bankrupt himſelf: So that the 
general Conſumption is little or nothing augmented on this 
Account. Theſe Bankrupts help to impoveriſh and ruin many 
induſtrious Families, and bring them to the ſame unfortunate 
Condition with themſelves; wy when they. happen to 
fall in with the middling trading whoſe Capital 
Stocks are but ſmall, and conſequently can bear but little 
Loſs. This brings to my Mind what a pleaſant Gentleman 
of a neighbouring Nation, once ſaid concerning the People 
of this Country. 7 Iriſn are all Birds of Prey, for 
High- 
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- High-way-men and Robbers are juſtly looked upon a 
baneful and pernicious to Society, and the moſt exemplar 
Puniſhments are inflicted on ſuch by the Laws of our = fond 
try; but it is the general Opinion, that Debtors ought to be 
favoured. Now, I would aſk,” where lies the material Dif- 
ference to me in this Caſe, Whether à Robber takes my Pro- 
perty either againſt my Will, or without my Knowledge; and 
a Dealer's buying my Goods and never paying me for them? 
This, indeed, is all that can be ſaid for it, that the one is a 
more rude way of ſtripping me of my Property, than the 
other; yet either of theſe Ways are alike to me in the 
Conſequence. Rah e ele nab vil). ft An 
Some are of Opinion, that to manufacture Goods with 
fewer Hands, and at leſs Bxpence would be one certain Means 
of enabling us to underſel our Neighbours at foreign Markets, 
and of engroſſing to ourſelves, the ' greateſt part of Trade. This 
they imagine would employ all thoſe Inhabitants which now 
appear ſuperfluous, and therefore prevent us the Trouble of 
ſending them out. It is true, indeed, ſuch Improvements . 
would undoubtedly aggrandize our Country; provided we 
could keep the Secret to ourſelves; but Secrets of this 
Kind would ſoon be made Publick, and then the Conſe- 
quence would ſtill be more hurtful to the Country, becauſe 
more of the labouring Poor would be kept idle : Suppoſe an 
Art was found out to ſupply our Manufacturies with one 
half of the Hands which they = ge preſent, we might 
by this Means manufacture double the quantity of Goods 
we do, with the ſame Number of Workmen ; then, in- 
deed, our Goods could be made cheaper, and we ſhould be 
able to underſel our Neighbours at foreign Markets. But 
let us not be ſo fooliſh to imagine that our Neighbours 
would fit contented at this Proſperity of ours, and not 
ſtruggle for a Share. Money would purchaſe the Secret, 
and then other trading Nations would foon avail themſelves 
of our Art, and by and by we would all be upon an equal 
Footing as before, and under greater Diſadvantages ; for 
one half of all our Workmen - would be without Employ- 
ment, and become ſuperfluous. Then ſome political 
Scheme muſt be ſet on Foot to put a Stop to the Encreaſe of 
Inhabitants, or elſe we ſhould be over-run with Beggars, 
many Degrees more than we are: For there would neither 
be Bread nor Employment for ſo many People. This is too 
much the Caſe already ; Workmen's Labour is cheaper 
than it ought to be, conſidering the Price of Proviſions 
and Reaſon teacheth in this Caſe, that the one ought always 
to 
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to be in Proportion ta the Other: For if the Workman 
cannot get for his Labour What is ſufficient to purchaſe 
him the! Neceſſaries of Liſe, he muſt certainly live in Mi 
ſery: And if we improve farther in ihe manufacturing of 
Goode with fewer Hands, than we do at preſent, what muſt 
become of the reſt of our Workmen ? They muſt be undone, 
and their Country, oppreſſed with the grievous Burthen. 
Therefore this ſo mjueh applauded Maxim can never be for 
the good of any Nation in the World, -confidering that all 
trading Nations are how! grown very populous, and ought 
to find . for their People. If all the he ering 
Nations in Europe ſhould go on in ſtriving who ſhould ſe 
cheapeſt, . or who ſhould turn out the moſt Goods with 
_ feweſt. Workmen, what will it avail them in the End? 
hy nothing at all, but in, T rade in general, | and ruin 
anufacturies. 

32 us again ſuppoſe, tat if all the. Nations i 1n Europe 
could find Materials for the employing of all their Inhabi- 
tants after this beneficial- expeditious Manner, they muſt 
of , Courſe turn out a much greater Quantity of Goods than 
they do at preſent ; but pray where would they find a' Mar- 

| ket for the Conſumption of theſe Goods ? This is the 
and Queſtion, which require ſome-Anitnadverſion. ' I be- 
ieve they find it a diffieult Matter to vend their — 
Products already, and if they had a greater Quantity, it 
would ſtill be worſe : For there muſt be a Cunſumption equal 
to the ManotaQurey: or elle the ICE manufac- 
tured i in vam. 

© England has been axighari in ing Trade, as any 
Nation whatever ; her Merchants have traverſed every Part 
of the World, in queſt of | Merchandizes, and Marttetr to 
vend her ſuperfluous: Productions and this hath been the 
only Means which hath encreaſed her #/alth and Power to 

its preſent Height, and multiplied her Inhabitants : yet after 
all her diligent Search, ſhe ſtandeth in need of more Mar- 
kets.; for her Induſtry and the Multitude of her Inhabitants 
ſtill yield a Superfluity of Commodities. This: I judge to be 
the _— Cauſe why ſhe- hath denied Ireland the Privilegeof 
her Moollen Manufacture; for tis probable, ſhe 
zengs that a * Quantity of theſe — 
will averſtock her Markets, and confequently leſſen the Va- 
lue of her Goods, or make them lie on her Hands; and 
both Nations may be hurt in that Branch, if ſhe ſhould-grarit 
2 this long wiſhed for Privilege. Veti if gland would 


about the enlarging of her Marteis the Cale might 
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the Query is, how ſhe ſnall do this, ſince ſhe hath already 


lity of Succeſs, and all is not fufficient'; becauſe other Na- 
tions have been equally induſtrious in purſuing the ſame 
Trade? Why, it may be done by improving and enereaſing 
the Inhabitants of her own vaſt Dominions in America: And, 
indeed, this ſeems. to be the only natural Means left her, for 
the enlarging of her Marlen. ; 10 D902 Ih 
- This Conſideration alone, is of the higheſt Importance to 
England ; for America is the only Market that ſhe can pro- 
per'y call her own, and the only one ſhe can improve with 

ſe, and depend upon for her future Conſumption, Every 
one muſt be ſenſible that a great Part of the Malib and 
naval Power of England, hath been owing to the iniprove- 
ing of America; and while I am ſpeaking of England in 
Regard to the American Trade, I would be underſtood to 
mean both Britain and Ireland, but mention England only; 
becaule it is the Seat of the Sovereignty : For Scotland Rath 
likewiſe reaped great Advantage by the ſame Trade, ever 
ſince the Commencement of their happy Union with Eng- 
land; and Ireland hath not been without her Share in'thoſe 
Advantages ; for the Progreſs of her Linen Manufafury his 
been greatly owing-to the improving of theſe Colonies. '* 
Therefore, if we have any Senſe of our own Intereſt; or 
any Feeling at all left us, we can't hefitate any longer about 
the Matter, but muſt allow that the better peopling and:forti- 
ſying of the American Colonies, is a Work abſolutely neceſfary. 
Neither can we any longer doubt but that France has me- 
ditated the Conqueſt of that Co and will certainly uſe 
their utmoſt Endeavours to obtain it, either ſooner or later, 
unleſs England provide ſame better Security than the Fab 

a Treaty. Her unprovoked Floffilitie committed upon the 

jectis of England, not only ſneweth chat ſhe has had this 
Matter in her Contemplation, but that ſhe will ſtick at no 
Means, let them be ever fo cruel, or ever ſo ſreacherost to 
obtain her End. Neither let us any longer flatter ourſelves 
— Account of the cet and embarraſſed State of France, as 
if ſhe was unable to effect ſo great a ; tor we pfain- 
ly ſee her encreaſing in Wealth, (which is the Smews of 
War) notwithſtandiog her Arbitrary Form of Government. 
The Encreaſd of her Wealth is owing to her ex/enfor 
Trade, and this hath encreaſed' her Naval Strength beyond 
Expectation ; and the ſame Means will continue to enereaſe 
it mull farcher, Which one Time or other may prove fatal 
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be altered, and Irelnud have her Share in that Trade Now 
tried every Part of the World, where there is any: Probabi- 
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do England, unleſs England purſue more vigorous Methods 
to encreaſe her Trade and Navigation, ' which are the only 
natural Means left her, to curb the Infolence of this afpirin 
Nation. France has more than once (before this preſ 
War) difputed the Sovereignty of the Seas with England, and 
the preſent War hath given England but little Room to boaſt 
of her ſuperior Strength; therefore a little Matter may turn 
the Balance; and ſhould France give her Attention but a little 
more to the improving of her Indian Colonies, ſhe may too 
ſoon become an Overmatch for England. n 
Neither let us always reſt ſecure on this general Suppoſi- 
tion, that the French King commits Treſpaſſes on England, 
with no other View, than the Exerciſe of 2 of bis Subject 
as are bred to War, and the impoveriſbing of the reſt, leſt they 
ſhould, by ing more wealthy, begin to diſpute bis abſolute 
Rule. tever Truth there may be in this. Suppoſition, 
yet we have too much Reaſon to fear that his Views are 
more extenſive, and that the enlarging of his Dominion: is 
a principal Part of his Aim: and we may be the more eaſily 
convinced of this, when we conſider what Influence the 
Clergy have in all Political Matters. Their inſatiable Deſire 
of Dominion ſets them at work with the Prince, who is the 
fit Perſon for carrying their Schemes into Execution, as 

he is poſſeſſed of all Regal Autbority, educated in Superſtition, 
and in a falſe Syſem of Government. The King and the 
Clergy play into one another's Hands; the Clergy influence 
the People to a paſſive Obedience to the King; the King, in 
Return for this good Office, ſuffers hjmſelf to become a 
Tool a mage And we all know how their Diſpoſiti- 
on is to enſlave Mankind. | 

Or if it ſhould otherways happen that Liberty ſhould ſtep 
in, and the King give up ſome of his Prerogativer, the better 
to ſecure the Affections of his People, the Conſequence 
would ſtill be more fatal to England ; and we have good 
Reaſon to apprehend, that this may ſoon be the Caſe ; for 
the French have made great Proficiency in Arts and Sciences, 
and theſe never fail of improving the human Underſtanding 3 
and as I ſaid, they have likewife made great Proficiency in 
Trade, and this hath greatly improved their Indian Cu- 
lonies and their Navigation ; the natural Conſequence of all 
this muſt be, the encreaſing of their Wealth, and in a little 
Time, it may be out of the Power of the King to keep them 
to their Obedience: Witneſs their refuſing to obey the 
Royal Command in paying the ſecond Twentieth Penny for 


gles 
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gles for Liberty. I ſay, theſe bold Attempts, 


| denotes the 
Dawning of Liberty, and may like wiſe ſerve to ſhew the 
King, that his flaviſh Form of  Gavernment, will no longer 
ſuit the People. 8 may yet occaſion the 


rench King to alter his Meaſures, and allow the People ſome 
7 in 0 8 La} if he refed but tle, he 
may ſee what Evil Tyranny and O t on ſome 
of his Predeceſſars, and that the 2 had like to befal 
himſelf, by the Attempt of Damien; and it may be even 
ſuppoſed this Aſſaſſin, was only a Tool to execute the Re- 
venge of a juſtly provoked People. I ſay, Conſiderations of 
this Kind may ſooner or later occaſion. a Revolution in the 
Government of France; therefore it is good to be 
red againſt ſuch an Event: And perhaps the Fr ; 
in his ſerious Reflections may fall in love with the happy 
State of the Britiſh Monarch, and ſee it to be both his In- 
tereſt and his Glory to admit ſuch; a Form of Government, 
where the Security of the Prince is lodged. in the Affections 
of the People, and not in military Strength. 


* 


f 
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| 
Conſiderations of this Nature, ought to rouze Eugland out 
of her ſleepy Condition, and prompt her to a more ſteady 
and ſerious Attention to the better and farther improving of 
| | her American Colonies 5 and this ſhe ought A with 
i Vigour and Diligence, while ſhe has one uſeleſs Subject 


left at home; as the timely doing of this, may be a great 
Saving to the Kingdom. I am perſuaded the Money which 
England, would. 
| have carried over and effectually ſettled as many of her uſe - 
1 leſs inhabitants, as might have intimidated the French from 
| attempting to make ſuch bold Incroachments on the Britiſs, 
Dominions, as the defenceleſs State of that Country has 
given them an Opportunity to do, I would not here be 
underſtood as it I meant to diſpeople the Seat of Dominion, 
| in order to people diſtant Colonies z no, it is the fartheſt from 
| my Intention; I mean nothing more than to draw from the 
Country its uſeleſs and ſuperfluous Inhabitants; And theſe. 
I have already ſingled out-in their different Claſſes. _ 
Theſe ſuperfluous. poor Inhabitants of our on Country, 
are certainly the propereſt Obje&s of our Care, for 
ſtrengthning and improving of America; for Strangers and 
Foreigners are very improper Perſons, either to be permitted 
or encouraged to ſettle in theſe Colonies 4 becauſe it cannot 
be ſuppoſed their Attachment and Affection can be the — 
for the Government ot England, as thoſe of her own nat 
born SubjeQts, Beſides the great Law of Charity obliges us to a 


more 


the preſent War has already coſt the People of 
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more particular Care of thoſe of our own Country, whoſe 
unhappy Circumſtances require the Publick Aid; for it is 


certainly a Reproach to any Country, to have any of their 
Subjects miſerable, while they have it in their Power to re- 
heve them. The Object, faith aur Author, which the Le- 
* giſlature ought to have always in View, is, to render 
po — SubjeQs as happy as their miſerable Condition will 
admit.“ | 14 4893 WI. k 345 
It is true, faith that great Civilian Puffendorf,, that 
« Princes have no Obligation upon them to find Maintai- 
© nance for their Subjects, otherwiſe than Charity directs 
“ them to a particular Care of thoſe, who can't Jug 
"of themſelves, by Reaſon of | ſame Calamity wiideſerved. Ye 
« becauſe the Money, that is neceflary for the Conſerva- 
* tion of the Publick, muſt be raiſed out of the Subjects 
% Eſtates, in whoſe Wealth and : Happineſs the Strength of 
e the Nation does conſiſt 3 it ther concerns Princes 
— tre their beſt n of | their | 
ects improve and be as parti - by giving 
«« Orders, how the Paclac of. . Water may 
ebe received in the moſt plentiful meaſure ; and that Men 
„ employ- their Induſtry on Things of domeſtick Growth, 
nor putchafing at their Expence that Labour from 
** others, which themſelves are able conveniently to under- 
— go. That all Mechanick Arts and Merchandize, and in 
6 
40 


aritime Places, Navigation be encouraged as of great 
© Conſequence to the Common- wealth. That Idleneſs be 
F baniſhed from amongſt them; and Frugality be reſtored 
*. by fumptuury Laws, contrived on Purpoſe to avoid ſu 
„ perfluous Expence; eſpecially thoſe, which occaſton the 
* Tranſportation of Riches out of the Kingdom. Where- 
'* of, if the Prince is pleaſed to fet an Example in his own 
16 Perſon, it is likely to prove of greater Force than all the 
% Laws beſide.” i nach 19. 25:4: 2128 HN BA. * 
: Ehave'quoted this Paſſage, not only as it admoniſhes to 
the charitable Care and Relief of thoſe: who cant: ſub/i/} of 
'tbemſelvet, by Reaſon of ſome Calamity  undeſerved, but as it 
contains other excellent Inſtructions, which may be very 
. "Properly hw to the preſent State of Ireland. The im- 
proving of Agriculture, of Trade and Navigation is, in- 
'deed, what I have been chiefly aiming at in the general 
Drift of this Letter; but banithing of Luxury, the 
_ exerciſing of Induſtry on Things of domeſtick Growth, are 
Subjects of great Importance, and require the particular 
Attention of det Toy ih dad” * 
* 2 WY 
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| the Undoing of all States and Kingdoms that ever 
appeared in the World, and ought to be guarded agai 
with the moſt watchful Eye. I ſay it concerns Ireland in a 
particular Manner to take her Share in theſe Admonitions; 
for it is to be feared her Luxuty is great, and hath got into 
a wrong Channel, which will undoubtedly do her great 
Prejudice, unleſs it be prevented by a ſpeedy Reformation. 
on if our Luxury conſiſted in conſuming the ProduQtions of 
* our own Induſtry, and of our foreign Navigation and 
Commerce; then it might be diſpenſed with, as an At- 
% tendant upon a well- governed Society; but the Luxury 
« of Ireland conſiſteth in the Conſumption of the Producte 
« of foreign Lands, of foreign Induſtry, of foreign Com- 
| « merce; when the Money that ſupports the Exceſſes of the 
Rich, is cruelly torn from the poor Inhabitants, and ſent f 
to multiply the Riches of France and other Countries, 
% which take from us no Commodities but what are of ab- 
* ſolute Neceſſity to them. When the Degrees of Ne- 
* cefſities are ſo ill diſtinguiſhed that we run into the moſt 
„extravagant Luxuries, / at the ſame Time that there is a 
% conſtant Scarcity of Corn, and other 2 abſolute 
| Neceſſity. When this is. the Caſe of Ireland, and that 
| * the poor Inhabitants are forced to go into other Coun- 
1 tries, to endeavour as Mercenaries and Hirelings, to earn 
[ % Bread, then Luxury is highly pernicious to the Nation, 
1 and ought to be reſtrained by the Legiſlature,” 
| Whilſt I am on the Subject of admoniſhing my Country, 
{ permit me to add what a noble and great Stateſman of 
1 England, hath written in two Letters to Gentlemen of this 
| 
| 
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Kingdom; as theſe Letters contain many excellent and no- 
ceſſary Inſtructions and Admonitions to the People of Ire- 
_ I 'apprehend it may be of publick Uſe to inſert them 

ere. 644: i Wen 1 hw 

« As you are one of the few in Ireland, who al think 

“ of the Publick without any Mixture of private Intereſt, 
%] do not doubt but you have already found out ſome uſe- 
| ful Method of employing the King's Baunfy to the Dublin 
« Society. The late additional Tax upon Glaſs here, as it 
bi „ muſt conſiderably raiſe the Price of Glaſs Bottles im- 
tl ported into Ireland, ſeems to point out the manufacturing 
| « of them; which Conſideration, with a ſmall Premium 
« added to it, would in my Mind ſet up ſuch à Manufac- 

« ture.” | | 2 

Fine Writing and Printing Paper we often talked of 
« together, and the Specimens you gave me . — 
f 5 uoin, 
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% Dublin, prove that nothing is wanting but Cate and In- 
60 duſtry, to bring that Manufacture to ſuch a Perfection, 


« as to prevent the tation of it from Holland; and 
c thro' Holland from ; nay I am convinced you 
« might ſupply England with a great deal of it if you 
4 ns that is, if you would make it (as you could do) 
* both: good.and+ cheap. 7 2 oa „ ? 
« Hete is a Man who has found out a Method of make- 
$ ing Starch of Potatoes, and, by the Help of an Engine of 
t his on Invention, to make a prodigious Quantity of it 
« in a Day; but here is an A of Parliament which ſtrict- 
« ly prohibits the making of Starch of any Thing bui Flour 3 
% ——have you any ſuch Act of Parliament? If you have 
* not, and that you import your Starch from England, as 
« I take it for granted you da, for you import every Thing 
6 you can, it would be well worth this Man's while to go 
4 to Ireland, and advantageous to you that he ſhould ; his 
« Starch being to my Knowledge and Experience as good, 
„ and abundantly cheaper than any other.. . 
| «© Theſe are the Sort of Jobs that I wiſh the People of 
« Jreland ſhould attend to, with as much Care and Induſt 
« as they do to Fobs of a very differentNature. 'Theſe hon 
« Ats would ſolidly encreaſe their Fortunes and improve 
« their E/ates, upon the only true and permanent Founda- 
« tion, the Publick Good. Leave us here and your regular 
1 Forces in Ireland to fight for you; think of your Manu. 
« facturet, at leaſt as much as you do of the Militia, and 
« be as much on your Guard againſt Poverty as againſt 
« Popery. Take my Word for it, you are in more Danger 
« of 2 than the Latter. 8 4 
* my Friend, the Biſbop of Meath, goes on proſper» 
« ouſly with his Charter S. 73 154 them his, l 
« believe without his Care and Perſeverance they would ha 
ly have exiſted now. Tho' their Operation is ſure, yet be- 
« ing ſlow, it is not ſuited to the Iriſb Taſte (of the pre- 
< ſent Time only) and I cannot help ſaying, that, except- 
ing in the Claret which you are very ſolicitous ſhould be 
*“ two'or three Years old, you think les of two or three 
«Years hence than any People under the Sun. 1 
« It they would wiſh themſelves as well as I wiſh, and 
take as much pains to promote their own true Intereſt; as 
I ſhould be glad to do to contribute to it; they would, 
in a few Years be in a very different Situation from that 
e in which they are at preſent. Go on however you and 
your other Friends; be not weary in well doing, and if you 
ate ES | cannot 
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(cannot do all the Good you would, do all the Good you 
„ .- i514; uf 2 | 7H 

The other Letter runs thus I am ſincerely glad 


ef the Reward and Enco ent which your Induſtry 
hath met with. I never doubted but that it would; for 
although imaginary Merit commonly complains of being 
** unrewarded ; real Merit, ſooner or later, in ſome Shape 
or other, ſeldom fails of. Succeſs. You: have already 
© experienced this, and will, I hope, and believe, experi- 
® ence/it every Day more and more; your Paper already 
Wants but very little of equalling the beſt that any other 
Country furniſhes; and I ſee no Reaſon why you ſhould 
* not ſoon bring it to ſuch -a- Point of Perfection, as to 
E. ſupply all the s of Irelund; and poſſibly ſome of 
* England ;- for, at preſent, we import a great deal from 
other Countries. Let me give you one Piece of Advice, 
ee though I believe you want it leſs than moſt Manufactu- 
te rers in Irrland; never think your Paper either good 
* enough or cheap enough, be it ever ſo good or ever ſo 
6 eheap+; but always endeavour to make it both better and 
cheaper. and ſacrifice a little preſent and precarious to 
1 future and permanent Profit; - Acquire the publick Con- 
«/fidence in the Goodneſs and Reaſonableneſs of your Manu- 
* fucture, and your Fortune will be ſolid and laſting, &c. 
* Ec. both to you and your Family, if they tread in you 
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„Know a Thread Merchant at: Rotterdam who has got 
3: above thirty thouiand Pounds by his Induſtry, PunQuali- 
e ty and: Integrity. He never let a Yard of bad Thread go 
4 out of his Hands, and never took-a Farthing more than 
reaſonable Profit: By theſe Means he has acquired ſuch 
Confidence, that People make no Difficulty of ſending a 
* Blind Man, or a Child for what Thread they want, and 
ate ſure: not to be deceived either in the Quality, or 
* Quantity of it. At firſt he got little, but then he lived 
low 1 his Profits encreaſed _ than his —— 
5 his Expence now beats a juſt Proportion to his Fortune. 
% Moſt Trades-People in Ireland begin juſt at the other 
„End, and therefore end ſo ill as they frequently do“ 
The noble Author of theſe Letters hath diſcovered a juſt 
Notion of the State and People of Freland, and his Admoni- 
tions are ſo excellent that they require our moſt ſerious and 
deliberate Attention ; for nothing indeed will aggrandize [re- 
land but a ſteady Attention to the Improvement of Agricul- 
ture, and her Manufacturies; and the Abridgment of foreign 


uriets. 
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Luxuries. It is but too notorious that we import every Thing 
we can, that we are more ſolicitaus about the Age of our Clas 
ret, than of other Things that are more condueive to out 
real Intereft ; that Poverty is the only Enemy we bave to fear. 
Indeed this terrible Enemy is making great Progreſs thro? 
this Kingdom ; it hath already ſeized — 
Ranks of People, and in a little Time it muſt certainly 
1 he nar unleſs it be — ted OY 

ndufry, and a Improvement of our Arts and ia 
nufacturer. It were to be wiſhed indeed, that che eine 
Gentlemen of this Kingdom would more univerſally give 2 
helping Hand to the forwarding of ſuch neceſſary. Work; by 
entering into Companies for the carrying on of | ſome 
Manufaturies, and the — of ſuch as are in their 
Infancy, and languiſhing for want of proper Aid e for 5 
e ee worklby nating: der hee 
ſigns, "that are w among our Tr 
are careleſs of every Ari, but the one by which they've got 
their Fortunes. © * 9e 0 
It may be farther obſerved, that it is — — 
ch to the Induſtry of this Kingdom (conſidering the 
egal Support -yearly granted for the Impro. of our 
Linen Manufactary) that fo much Thread and Tape, &c. ſhould 
be imported from Holland, and elſewhere; the manufaQtu= 
ing of Cbeguer Handherchiefs,” Chequer-' Linens and firiped 
ons, to better Purpoſe than hath hitherto been, is much 
wanted in this Kingdom. Improvements of this Kind mighe 
employ a great many of our induſtrious Poor, and encreaſe 
the Wealth of the Nation : But fince the Care of this Ma- 
nufacture 4 re to a ſelect Number — of 
the greateſt Integrity and Capacity, and Vigilance 
for he good of ——— Fill be always equal to the 
3 in them, I ſhall Tay nothing farther on this 
bj | 
I have now, Sir, given.you my Thoughts upon the Ways 
and Means of eaſing this Nation of Beggars, and other 
uſeleſs and burthenſome Inhabitants ; and ſhewn how, at 
the ſame Time, the Britiſſß Colonies in America may be 
improved and ſtrengthened, how the Trade of Bri- 
tain_and Ireland may be increaſed, and how the Markets may 
be enlarged for the Conſumption of their ſuperfluous Manu- 
faAures. I don't 1 I have performed this Taſk in a Man- 
ner ſuitable to the Importance of the Subject; but what 
I have offered, bas been with an Intention to promote the 
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Publick Good : Therefore I hope this Conſideration will ſerve 
to apologize for ſuch Miſtakes as may appear to Perſons of 
ſuperior Judgment. a 163 20m! TAS id ny He 

Writings and Conferences hs ts ſuch important Subjects 
frequently raiſe new Ideas, and very often ſet Objects in a 
different Light from that in which they at firſt appeared. 
The ſame Things ſaid and repeated by different Perſons ac - 
= by that Means more Strength and Beauty; and often 

ermine a Legiſlature that is willing to receive Inſtruction, 
and whoſe Ears are open to the Voice of the People they 
repreſent, to enact Laws that terminate in the Publick Good, 
Therefore, Sir, the manner in which this Nation is oppreſ- 
ſed with | Beggars, and circumſtanced with regard to 
merce, being a Subject of univerſal and great 1 e 
highly merits and demands the ſerious Attention of the Le- 
giſlature; for who can remedy theſe National Evils, but 
the great Collective Body of the Nation? In whom all 
Power is inveſted, and who have all Means in their Hands 
to effect every Scheme, that has a Tendency to promote the 
Good of the Nation. | 


To 8 Sir, your uſual Readineſs to contribute to 


redreſs National Grievances, and promote the Publick Good, 


gives me Hopes that you will lay thoſe Matters before that 
Auguſt Aſſembly of which you are a Member ; and { 
to them, that a Clauſe may be put into. ſome Bill for the 
effectual Reli of the Poor, and the. eaſing this Nation of 
Beggars, and other burthenſome Members, either on the 
2 Scheme, or on ſome other, that may better anſwer 
the End ; which good Office, will greatly oblige many of 
your Conflituents, and particularly, pier! 


4 K 5 


Tour very Humble Servant, 


HIBERVCUS. 


